T i The Mount Olive Baptist Church

T Shortly after the end of the Civil War and the (signing of the Emancipation

Proclamation), the Colored residents of Plainfield recognized the need to have a

% Church of their own. This quest for freedom of worship brought into existence

| The Mount Olive Baptist Church. It was a scion of the First Baptist Church of

¥ Plainfield, New Jersey. The Mount Olive Baptist Church remained a mission for a

¥ period of time and received aid from the First Baptist Church. The property was

% purchased for $2,000.00 from Jeremiah Manning of Plainfield, New Jersey.

5 The Church has been served by fourteen ministers since it was organized in

8 | 1870. The present pastor, Reverend Donald DeWitt Nichols, Sr., was preceded by
| the following ministers: The Reverends John Cary, John D. Bagwell, William

Burch, Robert N. Fairfax, John W. Mitchell, W.W. Warnock, S. Gibson, F.F.

Jackson, ML.A. Alexander, M.W. Vaughan, Arthur D. Jones, William T.B. Hill and

Herman S. Clipper.

In early 1870, a newspaper, The New Jersey State Republican, the Reverend John D. Bagwell editor,
was published by the Church and sold for five cents and carried a banner that read, “Equality of Citizenship
Must be Maintained Without Distinction of Race or Color.”

The Mount Olive Baptist Church remained a mission until Reverend Mitchell’s pastorate. He planned
for a separate building which would be independent and self-supporting; however, he left before his plans were
finalized. His work was carried on by the Reverend Fairfax, Reverend Jackson and Reverend Gibson. These
Pastors laid a foundation for an independent Church, but it was under the pastorate of Reverend Vaughan
that The Mount Olive Baptist Church became self-supporting. Under his leadership, the present building was
remodeled, a pipe organ was installed and reading rooms were dedicated on March 10, 1912.

The Church continued to advance both spiritually and financially. Reverend Vaughn departed this life
before the work which he started was completed.

In 1916, the Reverend A.D. Jones was called to pastor The Mount Olive Baptist Church and under his
leadership, a central heating system was installed. During the later years of Reverend Jones pastorate, two
ministers were trained and sent out in their respective fields of labor: the late Reverend C.G. Wooding of New
Brunswick, New Jersey and the Pastor’s son, Reverend Arthur W. Jones, of Newark, New Jersey. In 1943,
after twenty-seven years of service to this Church and community, Reverend Jones departed this life.

In February 1944, the Reverend William T.B. Hill was called to pastor the Church. He remained for
three years and nine months. During his pastorate, the interior of the Church was refurbished. He resigned in
July 1947 and his services were terminated in September 1947.

In 1948, the Reverend H.S. Clipper, D.D. was called to pastor The Mount Olive Baptist Church. He
succeeded in burning the mortgage and eliminating many of the Church debts. During his pastorate, the
membership increased and many clubs and groups were organized under his direction. Reverend William
Alston, Reverend Irving Hodge and Reverend Donald DeWitt Nichols, Sr., was licensed to preach under
Reverend Dr. Clipper. He remained pastor until he departed this earth in April 1977.

Following a fire in 1963, major renovations included a new lighting system, windows, amplifying
system, pews, and an electronic organ and a new cross for the sanctuary were installed. As repairs progressed,
the members worshipped in the Seventh Day Baptist Church until the work was completed.

During the 143 years of Mount Olive’s existence, she has given birth to three other Baptist Churches in
this city, Shiloh, Calvary and Community. Often referred to as, “The Mother Church”, The Mount Olive
Baptist Church has done commendable work in home and foreign missions, education and religion. The great
New England Missionary Baptist Convention held its first Annual Session here in 1874. The first Missionary
Circle for Negroes was established at The Mount Olive Baptist Church and was organized by the late Mrs.
P.H. Brown and she also founded the Women’s Baptist Convention of the State of New Jersey.

The present pastor, the Reverend Donald DeWitt Nichols, Sr., is a native of Plainfield and a son of The
Mount Olive Baptist Church. He attended Northern Baptist School of Religion and was ordained as a minister
on May 22, 1977.




Reverend Nichols has worked diligently to ensure that persons Jjoining the Church understand the
financial as well as the spiritual obligations of being a member. Under his leadership the Church has been
remodeled at an estimated cost of $200, 000.00. Reverend Nichols has instituted Bible Classes which meet
three times a week. He has organized the Young Adult Ministry and has established an orientation program
for all persons seeking membership in the Church. He has focused on developing the youth of the Church.
There have been organizational changes which have been beneficial to the Church. A new system of budgeting
had been instituted. Instead of having several collections, the pastor has arranged for members to tithe and to
give one general offering that includes the unified budget and pledges.

Pastor Nichols saw a tremendous urgency to address the problems harbored within the Plainfield
Community. Parishioners were solicited through volunteerism to convene and form a non-profit organization,
the Liberty Community Development Corp. (Liberty CDC). In 1998 the Liberty CDC received its Certificate
of Incorporation and its IRS Tax Exempt Status 501 (c) 3. Under the leadership of Pastor Nichols the
mission of the CDC was to partner with other community groups to improve the quality of life and promote
the social and economic welfare of the citizens of the Plainfield community. By 2001, the Liberty CDC, in
partnership with The Mount Olive Baptist Church, initiated a Technology Center which provided computer-
based training and career counseling designed to enhance job readiness. In 2004 Project PRNT (People
Rebuilding Neighborhood Ties) was implemented to provide ex-offenders with computer-based, graphic design
training and employment. Over 75 individuals have enrolled in these computer training programs and some
have been successful in finding employment. Also, in 2004 the Liberty CDC received a three year grant from
the US Dept. of Health & Human Services to provide one-to-one mentoring to children of incarcerated parents,
ages 4 — 15. In partnership with the Shiloh Baptist Church of Plainfield, over 30 children were matched to
volunteer mentors, and at least 90% of the children experienced a positive change in attitude towards school
and their future. Another grant was received in 2007 from the State of NJ Attorney General’s office to
implement Operation Ceasefire — a campaign to stop the next shooting! Citizens were recruited and employed
by the CDC to interact directly with victims of shootings, and their families to assist them in accessing services
such as education and employment. Pastor Nichols has been very instrumental in forming many partnerships
such as the Plainfield Police Dept., the Plainfield School District, New J ersey Parole Board, the Mayor’s Office,
surrounding churches, and more, recognizing it takes a whole community to make change.

Through preaching and teaching of the Gospel, it is the intention of Reverend Nichols to achieve a
greater spiritual awareness and growth. “.... we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all
wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” Colossians 1:28

Reverend Nichols licensed to preach, Deacon Norman Miller Nichols, Sr. on April 5, 1992 and
Evangelist Mattie Jordan-White on November 12, 2006.

Ground was broken for our new Fellowship Hall on June 15, 2000. The Fellowship Hall and classrooms
were completed in 2002. A time capsule was deposited and is to be retrieved and opened in the year 2052. The
Mount Olive Baptist Church continues to make a great contribution by
teaching her people that religion is not just an emotion displayed within
her sanctuary on Sunday, but something that is practiced, lived, and
displayed daily in one’s life.

Reverend Nichols is married to the former Carrie M. Danner,
also a native of Plainfield. They have four children: Donald D. Jr., Karen
D. (Madison D.) Trammell, ITI, Lauri A. and Michael (Teresa); five
grandchildren: Nicole L., Corey N. and Kerry J. (Chesney J.) Trammell,
Sr., Saquaé and Treasure” Nichols and three great grandchild: Kerry J.,
Jr., Cameron J. and Kaydenc J. Trammell.

“We Enter to Worship and We Lead to Serve”




MIDDLESEX ASSO.
HOLDING 47TH MEET

The Middlesex Central Baptist
Association will hold its 47th An-
nual Session at the Mt Olive Bap-
tist Church, Third and Liberty
streets in Plainfield, N. J. July 10
to 13, 1951. Rev. H. S. Clipper is
the host minister. Rev. G. L. Har-
ris is the moderator.

i The Women’s Auxiliary will hold

MRS. MABEL BRYANT

li’ts session on Thursday, July 12.

Mrs Mabel Bryant will preside.
She has served this body for seven-
teen years. She has béen queenly
in dignity and Christian in con-
duct.

Under her leadership the number
of Circles representing has . risen
from 33 to 48 and the amount of
finances raised from $200 to $1500.
The Auxiliary will endeavor to
‘honor her. for her faithfulness in
:this session.

!._. Alsg7ip king. -at yesterdayst
dy were|r




The Mt. Olive Church has
been a fixture, on 3rd. and
Liberty Street, NO, more than
a fixture, a fixture being that
which is fixed and set firmly
in place and as such serves no
purpose. Even when the
church was set in place in
1870 she was never devoid of
purpose. She has withstood
the test of time, and now sur-
rounded by new neighbors
her mission is still the same,
The Saving of Souls and the
Preaching of the Gospel. She
has stood for social justice
and has had a concern for
mankind, for mankind is her
business.

Much of the history of Mt.
Olive has been lost or
destroyed by fire. It has been
my desire, since becoming
Pastor, to put together as
comprehensive a history of
Mt. Olive as possible. I feel a
" people can serve better with a
sense and knowledge of the
past. This work has been diffi-
cult because of the passing of
so many of the older genera-
tion.

Through these pages we have
attempted to portray the his-
tory of Mt. Olive through pho-
tographs, newspaper clip-
pings and records that were
made available to us by many
caring individuals.

I want to thank the Committee for the countless hours spent compiling these records and to all
who contributed to this project.

As you view the Mt. Olive scene may you once again relive the past, appreciate the work being
carried on today and the projection for the future.

Rev. Donald D. Nichols, Sr.



Past
Pastors &
Their Wives

Rev. M. W. Vaughn, D.D.

Rev. A. D. Jones Mrs. Bertha P. Jones
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Rev. Dr. H. S. & Marie Clipper

Rev. Hodge Receives
License to Preach from Rev. Clipper

Rev. Alston Receives
License to Preach from Rev. Clipper
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Interior View of Mt. Olive Baptist Church Early 1880

Interior View of Mt. Olive Baptist Church Early 1900
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Early Builders of the Church

" . Puuunm.n,\\]. ArRiL s, 507

Yoursell and friends are invited to attend our Stacking
Parly and Musicale ot the MOUNT OLIVE CHURCH, Thursday
night, April joth, 1903, Exercises begin at 8 o'clock,

Mr___

Thix litke ek re give ta you

Inwot fas yon tu svar, /
. Program

Plezse @ulply yuar sue by twa
And place witkia, wih case, -

tn p(nd:w dlmes, josyawics April 1903
The zember tat you wear.

Ba If you wear & namber ien,
You owe us 20—ace?

Which drojiped withia Ui hitle sk
WUl 611 oar Learts with glee.

. a come ye all, with siectings full

Of pence and tea cent picces bright.

To the ReceptioaSfusate =
AtEWeloek this Spoang night

Mue MARY PITTHAN,
Mn ELLES WYCOPF,
M CLAKA JORXSON,
M —— JONES,

Mru MARY SUELTON.
Mp LULU DEMPSEY, Prog‘ram

Nre PHYLLIS NROWN, July 1916

Comaitice.

Rev. E.E JACKSON. Pastor.”

: <
Pdmisslon, ot the  Boor, © ®enta.

A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

— ot

REV. M. W. VAUGHN, D.D

LATE PASTOR MT. OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

PLAINFIELD, N. J,

— A e

PROF. J. E BRIGGS, A.B. B.D.

PRICE, 10 CENTS




Pedication
of
Mount Olive Baptist Church.
AND READING ROOMS

. PLAINFIELD, N. J.
BEGINNING SUNDAY MARCH 10, 1912

REV. M. W. VAUGHAN, D. D., Pastor

Thursday Evening, March 14

Address by Rev. D. Y. Campbell® pastor Ebessser Hapiist
Churtlh, New Brunswick, Kev. Jrase Hendersun, pestor 2od
Ba st Church, Ruselle. presiding. Music by 2nd Bapiist Cholir.

Friday Evening, March 13

Auldriss by Rev. D. E. Rubinsou of Newark. Rev. Hawes
of Kentiworth, Presuding  Singing by 1st Hapthat Church Chioir

Sunday, March 17

11 a. m. Preaching by Rev. W. P. Luwrence. Ph D.. pas:
tor Union Baptist Cburch. Urange, President of the Alro-Amen-
can Bapt, Sunday Sthoal Cunvention Descoa T. C. Woudy ol
Roselle, 2nd V. P. Afru-American Bapt. S, S. Can., presiding.

3.30 p. o Cltizeny Meeting. His Honoe Msyor Geurge
W, V. Moy, presiding.  Addeees by Rev. Gabelel McGuige, D. ..
pustor Park Ave. Baptlst Church: fullowed by sddresses by the
[ullawing city councilmzn. Hoos. Rulph L Tolles, Geo. 8. Qay.
Wm. T. Gloak and otbers.

8 p. m. Preaching by Rev. W. T. Wuthina. D. ., pres. of
B Y. P. U. State Coaventlon. C. H. Huater,Sec’y of Afre-Amer-
ween 8.5. Convention, prusiding.

e BT v niog, March 18 T

Address by Rev. E. D. Semuals df N. Gln_u:a’hp(. Chiss
East Orange. Hav. A.D. Jones uf Bhiluh Bapt Church, Elizabeth,
prealding  Muslc by his « boir.

Tuesday Evening, March 19

Address by Hev. J. N. Burton. of St. Paul's Church. Athan-
i Higblands. Rev. T.T. Tucker. of Union Baptist Church o
Newarh, preslding.

Wednesday Evening, March 20
Address by the Rov. E E. Flowers of Mt. Olive Church,

Newurh Rev. A J. Hubbard, B. D.. of Bethel Baptist Church, uf
Hidgewosd, presiding )

Thursday Evening, March 2 :
Address by Hev. W. A. Harris, D D..uf Bethsalda Baptist Church

of Newsrh. Rev J. 1. Holden of 13t Bupust Church aof South
Urange presiding

Friday, March 22

Address by Rev. G. W. Krygss, B D. of Mt. Ollve Baptlst
Church, East Orange.  Rev. J. 11, Truvis. D. D., paswor - Calvary
Baptiat Church, East Orange. preatding

Thie Chiurch and Reading Kuom have besn in cuurse ul con-
struction sioce July ¢, 191), and le now mpleted: and is &
credit to the cltizens of Plalnfield in genwrsl and the membern
_of tbe Church Io particular. We rxtend an lovitation o sl etti-
‘zeus, regardless of creed ur 1aos 1o come wid rejuice with us in
i theee services
| Our highest aimn in muking tbis sscafice is o help save nen
and wunien. aud to puint et tu them their duty Ju helping to
make the community and woild better.

Programine

SUNDAY, MARCH 10

10 e . Preachiog by Rav. G. E. Morris, D. D.. pastoer ol
. Calvary Baptist Church, Morrlstuwn. and Fros. of the Alro-
Amserican Bapuist State Conventioa of New Jersey.
M. W. Grant of Marristgwn, ¥jce Presilsnl of Afiu- Ater-
ican Sesday-Scheol Conveauiea, presiding
3$p m Preyram In chargs of members and frisnds of Ist
Bapust &nucl: Mr, U. B. Leoaard, iding

The (ollewlng are suine ¢f w! will mshe addressen

Mesars. Stephan B. Jusapli, Reubsn Knos, J. Herbert Case wod
Jobn G. Mclaughlin.

8 p. m. Preachiugby Rev. J. R. Brown of ML Zion Bap-
tist Church of Newark. Singing by the M1 Zion Chols, under

; durection of Prof. Dellagal.

Monday Evening, March 11

Aduress by Rev. Mr. Sturgeuos, pastor Mt Zku A M. E
Church. Kev. E. W. Roberts. pastur Shilob Bnn(m Churcli. pre-
siding. S'nglng by Shiloh Baptiat Church 3

Tuesday Evening, March 12

Address by Rev. Mr. Tildeo. pustor Bethel Peesbytenion
Mission. Rev. G. W. Balley premding.  Singing by Culvary Waj-
tist Chote

Wednesday Evening, March 13

Address by Kev. 1) W Cunnun, pastor of 1st Bapust
Church, Cranford. Rev. P. W. Rues, pastor Bethel Baptist Church
Westileld. presiding  Singing by Betbiel Buptist Chutch

Sunday, March 24

11 . m. Prcaching by Rev. D De Wi, DD wditor of
New Jersey Baptiat Iilletin ard General Superintendent of
Misatoms of Mew Jerney

3 p.m. Preachiog by Rev. R. D. Wynn. D. D.. pastor of
Bethany Baptist Church of Newark. W.G. McRary. preaiding
.m Prraching by Rev. E. D Crawley of Mt Pisgah
urch, Asbury Park

Tuesday Evening, March 26
Address by Rev. W. A. Crelitt, of Cherry Menworinl Bapt.
Church. Phila. and President of Downingtown School. aisa Presi-
dent of New England Convention. Rev. Powell of Abynsinin
Baptist Church. New Yorhk. prealding

Friday Evening, March 29
Address by Rev. W. A. Moss, D. D.. of Concord Baptist
Charch uf Christ. Brooklyn. Kev. G. I- P. Teleferr, D. D.. editor
of Christian BapmT snd Fi-i4 Secretary to the New England
Convention, presiduig

Snday, Ma~ch 31

Baptist

fl & m. Preaching by Rev. .. C. Love, B.D. of Union
Bapust Church, Yontdtair. chairnikn Forelgn Misslon Hoard of
W—rihbe State. Rev. K. Harris Presithing
‘I p. m Progmm by Women's Misslonary Society, Mrs.
Henderson. Pren. Presidint  Addreases by Mr Rhade

‘y. Mrs. Crawley. Rev, Sec’y, Mrs. Travin, Mrs.

E. L. Eatnian, Mra K D Smith, Mrs. D. F. Robin-
. Hailley, M. E. W Roberts and Mra. Mallnda Car-
ter. Mra. W. P. Lawrrence will peeside at the organ.

8p. m. Preachingby Rev R L. Harris. 3. D.. pastor of
ML Ollve Haptist Church, Hackensach, . sec’y Alto-American
aptist State Conventlun Dearnn J W. Chase af FElizabeth,
siding

Visitors will be cared for by the Church

Rev M. W. Vaughan, D
W. A. Cline, Clerk

D., Pastor

Deacons
J. W. Reed T. J. Banks Abner Hancock
Peter Gordon D. W. Hrown George Carter
) ’ Trustees
G. W, Wright ~ Oscar Greene E. Earkhenrt
J. D. Whiting  W. A. Cline Warren Davis

; Richard Yetman
-Nathan Pollard, Financial Secretary

" Edltors The 'Plﬂ}pho]d"f"-_l)ﬂh
‘Treas: —Om the northwest orner of

‘Liberty @i West‘Third streetsiathe!

Mount Olive Bapitat'church; on‘the
southwest corner: of those stireeth Js
a store which has been fitted up and
{x sued for worahip’'by a Jewish con-
,grogatiou on Baturdsy and for a
| schrool for children ‘on otber . days.
{On the other corner is Clark's saloon,
about thirty feet, instead ol 300 feet
from the two.places of Worghip snd &
schopl. What: gre the. ‘connaimen
going’ to'do ‘about . it? “Would they
greny a Jioanse ta -that salobn if. (hdir
chiidren - attandeci  4bit schbol?
Would-they I¢ thelr church ;

thiry &4 T5om 7 irlnkiag
But Béfosy -\ey ¢ost thelr votg to
copllanpethttdarsicido an olarwise
raspecidle - maigbortidod it will be
wejl’ forRhenith rémember thy words

|

ghe Javiour;  Immsmuch as'ye have !
a6 b{ﬂl‘w the least cf thesg, iny!

itk ‘haye done |{ unto .me.
“}(‘ 2 : Tmu;: _ol‘:r’dn :

‘ne ML vuve bapust cuun-n}
4 organized in 1870. Thae orig-
4al church building was a modest
dructure which hds since been
“remodeled and enlarged geveral’
times. i
|"_“The New l-:nglln_h Baptist Con:
ivention held its fifst annual ses-
slon in Mt Olive Church in 1874
and the first Misslopary Circle for
Negroes was organized jete by the
lste Mrs. P. H. BrowniB8 years:
I}o‘: Mrs. Brown . r-;{-
‘founder “of the Womgn's Bap
{Misslonary Converlion the State
1¢f New Jersey. s !
l.‘ On Mar, 12 of this ‘u_u mort-
ge-burning ceremonieg were cons
«ted in the church. ‘Ewoiof the
_.march's | oldest members;, Mrs)
Linda J6hngon -and Mrs.  Rufux
Young,- ipated hi',th& cere
monles. « The Rev. H. B Clippe
ithe present pasiur, o(ﬂch(fd. 4




