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INTRODUCTION

The case of Plainfield’s black hostages flows from the unique
history and conditions of the city, but in its essence presents
& threat to the nation., The Plainfield City Fathers, through
their police and courts, are continuine to brutalize black ghetto-
dwellers., e submit that this tragic casec deserves the attention
and intervention of every American concerned with the integrity of
the judicial process and with decent race relations.

- Plainfield Joint Defense Committee

"The abrasive relationship between the police and the ghetto com-
munity has been a major - and explosive - source of grievance,
tension and disorder. The blame must be shared by the total
soclety...Police administrators, with the guidance of public offi-
cials, and the support of the entire community must take vigorous
action to improve law enforcement and to decrease the potential

for disorder.”

- National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders, February 29,1968,

"All of these disaesters (urban riots) have had one conspicuous
feature in common: eack was tricserad by a confrontation between
a Negro citizen and - "< 2 voliceren., =
"Ghetto residents compnlain of mistreatment by police, In every
major city, police brutality is a familiar complaint - on picket
signs, at police stations, in hearings at City Yall., And this
charge cannot be dismissed as 2mpty telk by irresponsible elements;
it has bheen effectively documented bv three authoritative national
commissions over a period of four decades, and is 2 matter of deep
concern to rany sensihle, law-abidinz citizens, both Negroes and
Whites °
"Yet the nation, by and large, has failed to take effective action
against this hostility, which figures so large in what may prove
to be America's gravest crisis since the Civil Yar,..Thus, in 1967,
virtually all large cities were stepping up police planning and
training for riot control; few were working effectively on police-
community programs to lesscn tensions,”

- George zdwards, Judrce, U.S. Court of Apveals;

Police Commissioner of Detroit, 1982-63.

"If there is anything that history teaches us, it is that those
who are silent when cnother's rights are wviolatcd inevitably
come to one of two sad ends; either they ultimately compromise
thelr own principles to survive in a police state or they are
eventually arush«2 themselves wiaen it is c¢oo late to resist.”

- wartin Luther Kiag, Jr.
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THE CASE During the "Hot Summer” of 1967 in Plain-
IN A fileld, New Jersey, a black youth, Bobby Lee
CAPSULE illiams, was wantonly shot by a white

policeman, John V. Gleason. Scores of
ghetto residents, who witnessed the shooting, struck back in
anger at the offending officer, beating him so severely that he
died shortly after being taken to the hospital,.
After unleashing 2 reign of terror in the ghetto, the police
arrested twelve black people on 2 charge of murder and coerced
others to become prosecution witnesses.

Of the twelve arrested, two young black residents of Plainfield,
Gail adden, 24, mother of two, and George lMerritt, Jr., 25, a
Marine Corps veteran, are now serving 1ife sentences for their
alleged participation in the killing of patrolman Gleason.

The third black youth, Bobby Lee illiams, 24, shot and maimed
for 1life by Gleason, is himself facing trial under a three-
count indictment, If convicted, Williams faces a possible
sentence of 26 years in prison,

The facts of this tragic case deserve the attention and inter-
vention of every American concerned with the integrity of the
Judicial process and with decent relations between hlacks and
whites throughout our land.

ladden and iierritt have been punished and Williams is yet to be
punished, not for guilt in the murder, but because the State
wants them as hostages to assure the "good behavior" of the
black community in flainfield, N.J.

PLAINFIZLD, The background of the tragedy is a familiar
BACKGROUND one, rlainfield is a 100-year old city,
FOR lona a "hedroom community"” for WYall Street
TRAGEDY commuters, Its haphazard part-time govern--

ment reflected the view that its well-to-do
residents could take care of their own needs, while the black
population, almost 14,000 of the 49,000 residents, could be
safely ignored.

With rare exceptions, Plainfield's black citizens are confined
by real estate practices to a ghetto that spans the city like a
narrow band, encompassing decaying slums at the western end and
attractive homes at the eastern end. In the densely settled
west end, unemployment 1is high; those who work have, for the
most part, poorly paid menial jobs. The drop-out rate of black
children from the city's schools is high and most black child-
ren who make it to high school graduation show the results of
12 years of academic -eglect in a de facte internally segregated
educational system; they are all too often sent out to the
labor market - with no marketable skills.



The misery of crhetto life is intensified hy an unrepresentative
governing structure, ietermined not to heed thre requests of the
black community and auick to atiribute to outside agitators any
expression of protest. 75 keep tne 1id down there is & poorly
led police force, rerned by officers many of whor were hated by
the black comrunity For thelr sadictic racism,

As the Xerner Commissilon Tepors NotEs, until 19646 Plainfield
pclice still used the word "Nigezzr' over the police radio..,

Tre city has a call
arpLls, on ronday,.
bzaten to death.. 2!
injuesa.t  The vaper

hiaoted, losal newsparer. For ex-

n pceporter wrote: "Gleazon...Was
- Vegro ran was shot and critically
te ronort that ib was Gleascn who
fired thnose Muliets iutbo O S e @23 killed.
Thus the local press Suwl=s. : meearcd from < prolic tns
full storv of why the crov. Lanad oa nvatrcolman Glenson, ‘The bhare
facts were so =Tfccblively bHUlLc that two years later many ared
residents were still unswars of the trubn.

R SRR 1 XN

PLAINFIZID 3y ths gunuer of 1967, the rage .and frustration
GHETTO S3UPTS of Fiaiuiieldats black citlzons had reached the
AFT IR flash wont. For nore then 10 vears, their pleas
DZCAD: OF for ilmprcvement had desn net wivnh apathy or
STRUGGLZ asmooth tall, but never with vareiial action. Iwo
FCR CHAWGA protect merches to City Halil.oovorl. years apart,

one el by biack ninisters and another by tne
NAACP, had feoiled to oroduce any sotion on speeific roguests for
change. Flainfield's ahetbo-awellers feltb nopelzss and desperate,

Disturbances eruptced in the shefto on Friday, July 1%, 1967, whilch
did not exhaust thuiirmlives wmtil a week tater, thonks to the in-
sensitive, callous &cTs of the authoritiles.,

On Saturday, July 15. 2 £Troup of hlock youths met with hayor Hetfleld

to compirin ebout hrascal pollice practlces. According to an NAACP
official, the mesting

broks up hecause thers were "no meaningful
answers coming focth.” '

On Sundny, July 16, the police broke up 2 meetine of black youths in
Greenhrook rerTk that had been called S hlack leaders to draw up 2
list of grievances and to cnol the atmosphere, The aetto exploded
with anger. Looting resumed and Tires brcke out a2s a result.

Officer Gleason, son of o forrer pclice lieutenant, was assigned to
traffic duty at FPlainficld Avcnue and Jest Front Street, a main en-
trance to the western cnd of the ghetto,His mission was to keep cars
out of the block comrunity, which had heen cordonzd off by a series
of such chcck-points.
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PATROLIIAN At about 8:00 P.M. of Sunday, July 16, officer

GLZASON Gleason, in apparent disregard of his assign-

SAVES ment and allegedly to investigate the complaints

ASSIGNZD POST, of herassment of white youths who had entered

FPROVOK<S the ghetto looking for trouble, stalked a black

OWN DZIATH youth for three blocks into the heart of the
ghetto.

Hundreds of ghetto residents gathered; an unknown person threw an
object, knocking off Gleason's helmet. Ictrieving it, Gleason came
up shooting, hitting Bobby lLee Williams with three shots in the
abdomen and arm, Williams was rushed to the hospital and thought
by many to be dead. The cnraged crowd pursued Gleason, overtook
him, and storped and kicked him. Gleason dicd 12 minutes after
being brought to the hospital,

In discussing this attack, ths Governor's Select Commission on
Civil Disorder, State of New Jersey, reported on page 147, "At
about 8 P.i*, Sunday, several persons reported to the police that

a policeman was under attack. Ihc initial reports were discredited
because...the polics had not assigncd a foot patrolman Lo the area
in guestion.” 3By leaving his assizned post, Glcason brousht on

the attack and, at the sawe time, kept help from conriing.,

The crowd involved in the attack was variously estimated at 50
to 200 persons.,

On that very night, Sunday, July 16, it was reported that 46
carbincs were stolen from the Plainfield iachine Co. in 1iddlesex,
N.J. A search for the weapons, carefully planned by the New
Jersey State authorities with the National Guard, turned into an
invasion of the ghetto by armored parsonnel carriecrs loaded with
armed troops. Local police were reroved from the carriers because
the State authorities did not went ther on thc search., As a
result, it was with great difficulty that a Governor's aide con-
vinced 26 Plainfield policemen not to resien becausoa they had
been slighted in the conduct of the search.

GHETTC f This social tragedy produced no soul-searching
TERRORIZED self-analysis by the Plainfield City Fathers.
TO PLAN tilth their traditional response to social

FOR unrest, the authorities desperately sought out
FASS TRIAL criminel scapegoats for the death of Gleason,

the plan was to snatch from the chetto a number
of black youths to be sacrificed in 2 trial that would be a further
means of evading affirmative responses to the needs of Plainfield's
black comrunity and would, in fact, continue thec opvression of the
black people in yet another form,
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THZ In September of lcﬂV a wave of carly morning
PLAINFIZLD arrests during rai 1ds by teams of police signalled
TWILV a new ¥ind of terror azainst the chetto, The

sleeving quarters of one defendant were broken
into at 7:30 A.:. He was forced to drese in the DIDS“HCL of ths
police, while his terror-stricken companion look:,d on., rany of
the 12 vicf rs sclceetzd to he the defendants in o mass trial for
mirder rerained in i2il for months bhefore heing released on bail.
The last of the 12 arrcsts was madce as late as August, 1968,

STATS Yhe police lust for ravange - sharpened by
COERCZS deep-rooted racinl hostility - 1is obvious
GHITTO-DVW SLILZ3S - from the extracrdinary tectics employed in

TC BICQ..E preparisg thl cass against the twelve victims,
FROSICUTICH After the savage arr-sts, a reien of terror
WITN 1335 .8 was launchedl in the blaclk cormunity to obtain

progeeation Wwitnssses, A half—dozen witnesses
from whom the volice had ontoinzd statironts, later rccantzd at
the trial, arong them 2 drus addaict who tes; fied under oath that
he was under the influence of dru.s at the the tire oJ the killing.
On tha day he was iantarrozated for a statement by tnre polica, he
had injected himsclf with hercin, During the u,utloning, he weas
desperate for o sccond cos2. Awars of this, the policc kepnt him in
custody until he gave them a statcment.

Another potential witncss testifi that hz gave the nolice a state-
mcnt implicating & defondant uftur they had visited nis prison cell
eight times and promiszed him pronation if he cooperatzd, but fur-
ther chargcs if he refuszd.

Fdear Barncett, who could not read, signed a statzment at police
instioation and later disavored 1it,

Another proposad witnces stated under oath that he had signed a
statement under vpeolice przssure.

Stil1l 2ncther insisted in open court that he was drun) on the day of
the slizying 2nd on th: day he had testifizd before the grand jury.

One of the recanting prosscution witnesses denied the contents of
two sworn steaetemonts eliciced from him by the police, According to
documentary rccords, he was in '°il 14 miles away,in Scmersst County
at the time of th: asszult. ¥i cgtizony of how the statements were
extracted is i1lluminating. ftov rclecse fror jail, he was picked up
by a ?1ainf*eli sergeant of det:ctives, locked un for helf an hour,
and then taken to an interro~ation roon "i: startecd to press me about
the Gleason murdér...l s2id I was not *ﬂf . they said they had rc-
ceived inforration that I wns. lhey kent quustioninﬁ me and ques-
tioning nme., I don't Xnow if they put my answers down, They said if
I would sign the statements they wouvld let me go, so T signed the
statements.”
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TZRROR - The trial itself was conducted in an intimidating
FOR EFFTCT atmospherc of racial provocation. All partici-
AT TRIAL pants and courtroom visitors were frisked daily

for weapons by vhite guards who raferred to
black men as "boys,.," =ven the court-appointed defense lawyers were .
frisked until they protecsted.

TH= TRIAL The State's witnesses were carefully shieclded
A MOCK3ERY by & restrictive order thet denied the defense
OF JUDICIAL ' attorneyvs the richt - conventionally accorded ks
PROCZE3S3 in a criminal trial - to interview them until

the eve of their appearance on the stand,

The atmosphere of the trial nade = mocikery of the judicial process,
The authoritics who staged it succred=d in conveylng to the jurors.
(and potential jurors) the impraossion that a group of wild blacks
had senselessly and irrationally slaughterzd an innocent policeman
and that they might brieak out in further violcnee at any minute.

It was staged 2s = racial confretrtion: a ~roup of 12 black defend-
ants judged by 2 predoninantly white Jury (out of 14 jurors and
alternates, only two were blacks). And this pressure to convict,
produced by falsaly emphasizing the possibility of racial violence
in the courtroom itsclf, was intensificd oy the fact that a white
officer of the law, a syrbol of authority, hed benn killed by blacks.
It was not the defendants who werc being tried, but ths crime,

-

ASS TRIAL To insurc that thc death of officer Gloason
GUARANTSZES would not go unpunished, the Adcfendants were
COMVICTICN forced to underzo-a mess trial and, although

oF - under our law cuidt is person~l, were subjected -
SOIZTONZ to a form of dragnet justices thst made it in- o

evitable that scmeone would be convicted., Tha
defendants sought separate trials =nd *ilzd severance motions, but
thesc wers denied. As a result, the dzlendants ware subjected to
the risk that avidence ogainst each of them would be weighed not in o
isolation but in a collcctive, group context. The jury was thus in- --
vited to condern one dz:fcnd-nt b:iceausz there wes more 2vidence
against him than against anothcr A-ofendant - evan thourh, in scoa=-
rate trials, the evidsancc, indevcndently considered, would be in-
sufficlient to convict anyone.

The defendants wore charged under an "21ding and ahetting"” statute -
which made 211 of them equally Tullty once a cormunity of purpose

and participation in thc assault - no matter how rcmote or innocuous-
wcre shown. As in a conspiracv, cach individual was made responsible
for the acts of his associates, - © -
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VERDICTS Twelve black youths, including Gail Madden, a
FOR THE 24-year old mother of two, were indicted for
FLAINFIELD the murdcr. d4leven were tried some 14 months
THELVE after the assauit took place, The trial of the

tuelfth defaendant was gposcooned because of the
illness of his attorncy. Jight of the elaven were acquitted; the
jury was deadlocked anout 2 ninth and ivo, Gail hadden and George
merritt, Jr., were found guility and senbtoned co 1ife imprisonment
on Dezcember 23, 1968. Thsir spncalshr: o~nding. In Larsh of 1969,
the State belatedly announced tuat it would nce try “he nostponed
case nor retry the deadlcclked one, for lacit of “suffi~ient evidence.,”

The evidence offered by the State was so rlaringly flimsy that Judge
Weldenburner dismissed the charges azsinst adefeandant 16-year old
Lawrcnce Brown (vho had aliready spens elght months in jail before
the long trial) in these words: “There is no legal evidence which
would prove PBrown an aider znd abettor. The State has not offered
any witness to show that 3rown was even in the county.,"”

THZ The reckless detorminztion to eet 2 conviction
IRRATIONAL at any cost is reflectad in the quality of the
TRIAL courtroom evidence., Tie prosecution's chief

witness, the man who iuplicoted six of the 12
defendants, turned out to have 20/200 vision = one degree removed
from legal blindness - and had not bean wearing his glasses when
he saw the assault.

POLTCE Not only was the courtroom evidence of poor
CCZRCION quality, but thz truc picture of volice tehavior
OF was never allowed to reach the jury. Only those
W ITNISSiS in the courtrcom or followine the news stories
KZPT FIOM knew of the mannar in which the police had ob-
JURY tained staterents from the black citizens in

their clutches and how six prosecution witnesses
later repudiated such staterents, 3ccause voir dire hearings toock
place outside the presence of thc Jury, thc jurors naver saw the
police in thcir true light, frantically and illcgsally extracting
false statements from intimidated blacl people, Hizht not the jury
have reached different verdicts for ..adden and serritt if they had
known these facts about thz police 2nd the prosecution?

THIAL Not only was the trial irrational; toward its
INCACENTLY end it wa2s indecently rushed. In September the
RUSHZD Judge had prormised ‘the sequestercd juvors that

they would be home in time for Christmns. As the
weeks wore on, the judme asked for and zot the jury's permission to
hold sessions on Saturdays, on Thanksgivina Day and, finally, night
sessions. The jury could not possibly have avoided a sense of
pressure as they - -reached their final verdicts for acquittal, one by
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one, They apparently found it unthinkable to acquit all the defen-
dants, so Gail Mpdden and George Nerritt, Jr,, had to he found guilty
on December 23. On December 24, the Jury failed to agree on a

verdict for James Toland. The Jury did get home in time for Christmas,

CASE The hectic and turbulent context of riot, loot=-
AGAINST ing, and burning in which the assault took place
GAIL #ADDEN made it impossible for the Jury to learn what

really heappened when officer Gleason was assault-
ed., The trial is a mass of confused and contradictory statements.

The evidence that convicted Gail radden amounts to this: One witness
testified that he had seen her Jumping and ¥ricking at "something"

in a crowd estimnted at between 50 and 200, Rut no claim was made
that the "something" was officer Gleason. Geil i.2dden, a large wo-
man, allegedly wearing a bright dress, was scen on the edge of the
crowd, not at the center of it where the assault was teking place,
Y“ost important, this witness was 560 feet away when he made his
observation at the scene of the assault,

A second witness claims to have observed Gail Madden prior to the
assault, almost a block from the scenc¢, with a stick in her hand
and to have heard her later say, "We killed him." Sut signifi-
cantly enough, this witness failed to report that fact to the police
when first interrogated shortly after the assault. :

Anyone familiar with 1life in the black community or, for that matter,.
with the collective uscéges among any minority eroup, will recognize
that "we" hardly conveys personal particivation by the speaker under
these circumstances, In addition, the identification of Gail Madden
by the witness is wholly unreliable, in view of the fact that she

had not seen her for 10 years and had made her observation from a
third-story windov,

Another witness testified that Gail .adden touched the officer after
the assault with 2 small twig to ses whether he was alive - hardly

& gesture one would expect from sorcone who had participated in the
assault. The same Witness, who sav the heating of the officer, in-
sisted that Gail i.adden (whor he knew) was not present: "If she were
there, I would rcmember.”

In addition, thec police testified, and laboratory analysis confirmed,
that there were no blood stains, buman hairs, »r cloth fibers on
Miss hadden's drcss or shoes, an important indication of her inno-
cence in view of the fact that she was arrested for "looting" 15 or
20 minutes after the assault and then subjected to a fresh and in-
tensive scrutiny by the zealous policc. Had she jumped up and down
on the upver part of Gleason's body, therc should have been some
blood stains on her shoes. Tf shec had jumned on the lower part of
his body, her 250 pounds would have caused some visible damage, yet
none was found,
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Although CGail Madden was highly visible on the dey of the assault,
both because of her size and of her garb, at least a half-dozen pro-
secutlon witnesses who claimed to have observed the affair did not
ldentify her as a participant in the assault,

CASE The jury found Gail "adden guilty of murder in
AGAINST the first degree. After all, someone had to
GEORGE MERRITT pay for the life of the white officer, But it

could hardly permit a 24 -year olda mother to be
assigned sole responsibillty fcr the beating of this proliceman,

It plucked out from the defendants as a companion in crime George
Merritt, Jr., a marine with a four-year service record and an ronore
able discharge, a government worker, highly Praised by his superiors,
In Ferritt's case, there is only one piece of evidence that could

be incriminating.

One witness, Donald Frazier, claims to have seen ferritt assaulting
the officer with a meat cleaver. But the State pothologist failed to
testify that the policeman's body bore a woeund made with a meat
cleaver. He confined himself to testimony that there ware lacerations
made by a sharp instrument. o ment cleaver was found, though many
objects connected with the assault were recovered, This same Frazier
twice, in open court, confused two defendants, Jones and Toland, as
participants in the essault, Frazier further ldentified from photo-
graphs a third person as Wielding a baseball bat during the assault,
although this individual had been in jail at the time of the assault.

1x witnesses established that lerritt was not present at the scene
of the assault, And, as in the case of Gai Madden, other prosecu-
tlon witnesses who ohserved the affair failed to place him at the
scene - although he would surely have been visible vielding a meat

cleaver,,

One prosecution Witness, who had seen i“erritt previously and knew
what he looked like, refused to vlace him at the scene when asked
if he could do so.

Can anyone doubt that if the defendent were white and the vietim not -
& policeman, & symbol of official avthority, Ceorge Merritt would
never have been brought to trial, let alcne convicted?

MADDEN Only the complete bankruptey of the State's case,
AND the utter lack of any svidence, saved the ac-
MERZRITT quitted defendants from being causzht in the mass
A: HOSTAGES, triel trep. 3ut it must not be thourht for a

NOT CRImINALS moment that the evidencs against the convicted

two was more incriminating than that which pro-
duced acquittal for others among the defendants., The convictions are
mercly the irrational result of an irrational trial, The verdict
was built into the mass character of the trial, Gail ladden and
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George Merritt, Jr., have become the trihute claimed by the State
as part of its plan to assurec the future "good hehavior" of the
black community - arbitrary victims of the need to find a scapegoat
for the death of officer Gleason.

PLAINFIZID , Gleason's death was the culmination of years of _
POV IR oppression and discrimination. The real perpetrat-
STRUCTURE or of this tiagedy is the Plainficld power struc-
PERPTTRATED ture (with its ponlice 2rm), which had consistent-
TRAG DY ly shown contempt for the hleck ghetto-~dwellers.,

The Immediate cause of this unplanned and spon=-
taneous assault on the officer was neither sinister nor mysterious,

A black youth, Bobby Lee ‘Jillians, was wantonly shot; conditioned by
years of such brutality, the enraged blacks struck back at the
offendinx officcr, the most familiar syizhol of their oppression.

“"hy was this policemsn in the shetto on Sunday night, three blocks
from his assioncd prst? 2s he there to support the right of
trouble-making white youngsters to invade the ghetto at a time when
they had no business being thsre? No one has ever ex¥xplained why the
officer did not simply tell the coumnlainants to £0 home and not to
stir up further trouble in that strife-torn sector.

WHY "Thy the savage sentences of 1ifz imprisonment?
LIF3I Under the provocative circumstances that trigger-
IMPRISON 4872 ed this assault, conviction usually results in

a limited mansloughtar penalty., Here the defen-.
dants were convicted under 2 spccial statute that mandates a firste
degree murder penclty (death or life imprisonment) whenever a police-
man is killed in the execution of his dutics.

"TAS There remains the unanswereA qucstion of whether-
CLZASON an officer on traffic Aduty who 1la7t his assigned
"ON DUTY" post 2t the cordon check-point, under the cir-
INSIDz cunstances of this casz, was actually engaged in
Tdn GrsT 07 the "exzcution of his dutics” when he was

assaulted,

There is a further questinsn as to vether, even if the officer was
legitimately performing his dutics durinz his solitary forav into

the sealed rhetto, he wes actine within the scope of his duties when
he shot Robbty Lee =illicms. Was ‘illiams violating the law and, =
thercfore, subject to arrest? If he was, was it necessary for the
officer to shoot him in order to place him under arrest?
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FUNTSHIENT A pall of confusion settled over these key issues
OF MADDHEN during the trial. Onc thing remnins beyond doubt:
AND ¥ERIITT therz was no compelling reason for Gleason'’s
VINDICTIVE presance in the ghetto or for his sheooting of
AND BRUTAL 4illioms, who was unarmed end at least 15 fezt
awav frow him, Yhat is equally clear is thsat
the two defendants h ve Leen punished not bzcause of thoir personal
responsihility for the oct of rurier Conviction of first-degree

murder, which carrics &2 life o,ruupcv, would be impossible under the
facts »f this c=sc h-cansc thers was anc preuseditation. ‘hey were
purisied, vindicbively and trutelly, only becaunse the vietim of the
asszult was a policox=a. This is a hitter irony when we consider the
racial overtones of officer Gleason's unexplained nresence in the
ghetto and hvis wanton resert to eunfirs.

HILLIA. S, It is 2 couronclace that victims of volice
VICTIH abtuscs ar: aimsst iavariably falsely charged

OF PCLICH, with sxipse. 3Uch cq .rges are ncéecessary in order
FACES to crent:s & iustificntion for the lawlessness

26 Y®ARS of the polics,

IN PRISOM

Sixteen 2on ths aftar he had bezsn critically
wounded by patrolman Cl=z~z-n, bv Tce ~ildioars was arrected and
charged with three sericus crines, TFie indictrent churve him, in--
credibly, with inciti ; anc divers persons” - presumably
menmters of the hlacA co&mun y - to Kkill or injure officer Gleason.
This would se2m 2n irp cssioiv uct, in vizw of the fcct thst he had
been wounded and rc ncved to the hospital befcre the ossault on

Gleason took place, Fe is fu“ ner charecd with assault on officer
Gleason with 1rupnt to kill a with commitcing asstult and battery

upon this police officer n~cting in the performance of his duties. If
convicted, Williams faces 2 maximum sentence of 26 vears in prison,

While these charges ney secm difficult to nrove, the State has showm
how roscurceful it ie in nbtﬁwﬂ»nq a conviction with no cvidence..

The stakes are high ia the "illiams case, If the Stote can make its
charg=s stick, by wﬁat;v;r unsavory msans, it will have estoblished
Jui11101lv what it failied te do in it

g "2idinz and abhetting" case;
for Zlcason's p*eqe 1ice in the

it wily hnove creatced ¢ valid resso
a justlﬁ‘ cation for Glezason's resort to

ghette and, short of that, a
his gun.

VILLIAMS 2cbby Lezs ‘illiams, with threz hullet wounds in
VAT th2 ahdomen ead arr, srent 3% months in the hos-
FO2 ILiFE; pirh i in 1957 and -3 wseks arﬂin in August, 1963, -
[.z3ICAL folilorea vy inuamerable weskly and monthly visits -
REPORT te: Lre eiinie T £ 2lxcsi constant abe
dAxizinal i nt*nsity and mest

severe at times of eating and snt. ne has seven abdonmi-
nal scars and underwent 4 ~piritions, -including veinful colosgtony,.’
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He is thin, underweight and tircd, His zuscle tore is poor; his
¥nee reflexecs cxagzerated; he fatigues e23i1y; his breathing is
difficult on exertion, 2and he cennct ¢rsily walk, 1ift, null or
stoop. His aponotite ig PONY vet ne nmust eat 7-3 times d=2ily in
srall quantities, becoucs Tre2ter amounts bring en severe aodomi-
nal nein., At night the severe pain cavses insomnia, yet he n=szds

1€ hours »f sleer dailr., e was told he should reccive training

to pursue a worl Job that is light anAd sedentary,

STATE A conwriction of Vi1Mars will riqd the cormunity

AT~S TC of & militant whn, at Zre2at personal risk, 1§

TIGHTON sceking to contribute to the leadership of
ainfield’s black population, Though illiams

GHZTTO Plain
BONDS wes paysicnlly reroved from the scene prior to
the 2sseult en leason, the pelise later

threatened him if he refused to serve =g g bProsccution witness in
the murder trial, w1123y Centr stly refused to join the cnon-
spiracy,. In Decembar 1557 o sueled ‘ndictment against Jilliams
was handed dowm, A5 1al5 =g ey 12, 1968, 2 1ast effort was
to testify, For his refusal,

nade by the police to forns i ik
Taznt, lwo davs later, on November

v

iy
14, 1968, the indictrment was pade public ong [illiams was arrested.,

A conviction »f ¥i1lliams will Intimidote and tisrhtan the bonds of
the ghetto on those trapoed within it., _2ut the Statc can achieve
its grals onlz throaerh 2 Frame-np similar to that Wwich »produced
the convictions of G2il adden ~nd Gaorze Leryitt, Iy, Robhy Lee
“illiams, 2211 riadden and Cecrge Ber»itt, Jr,, are innocent of
the chargcs levelled against therm., Only puhblic concern can help
Fuarantee their frsedonm,

FRANX DOMT=%, Ceil I"adden and Georaxe irorritt, Jr., have ob-
WILLTA: XUSSTLEP tained Frank Jomner, lebnr and civil liberties
JOIN T3 ettorney, to handle the apoc2l of their con-
DEFLNSI . Victions,

Bobby Lec "Tillinms wil? D¢ reprecented at his
trial on Scptember 15th in the Unisn County Conrthouse in ®lizabeth
by civil rights attorney Willisar aunstlar., 3oth of theseeminent

lawyers are serving with~ut foo, T

PLAINFIAZID At the hehest ~f the defandants and their
JOTNT farilies, ccuonunity lesders, convinced of the
DREFINST inmmocernice ~f 3ohby Loe Williams, %ail ladden
COLI Iz and Seorce lerritt, Jr., have joirnzd the

- FLAINFIZILD JCTHT DLF.NS: COL IIMTZZ FOn EZ0RRY
LEZ WILLIALS, GATL HADDINM, AND G i0RGa 2u"I00, JI.  The Committee’s
co-chairmen arc Frecman dhetstone and Dr, 22718 Frost; the trecsurer
1s Paul rPolskin; 2nd the excoutive sceretery, -rs. _mma L. Wiiliams,

—



WHAT TO DO
TO RZLZASE
PLAINFIZLD'S
BLACK
HOSTAGE

do the following:
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The Flainfield Joint Defense Cormittee calls
upon the public for zll nossible assistance,
An informecd and aroused public can strengthen
the hands of the attorneys and thereby help
guarantee freedom for the three black hostages,

Urge your relatives, friends, =nd neighbors to

1.~ BBING THZ FACTS of these cases to your church, -

Synagogue, trade uniecn, school, youth organiza-
tion, political eclub, civie organization, Obtain
copies of our printed brochure and invite our
cormittee to send = speaker to your group,

. 2IT% TO: Governor Richard J. Hughes, State
dousec, Trenton, Naw Jersey, asking him to quash
the indictrment aacinst 3obby Lee Williams and
tn free Gail . adden and Georae Merritt, Jr.
3znd a copy »f your letter, and of any replies
you receive, t2 the Joint Defanse Committee,

viID; TO: Jrequeos 3, Wil “rc, U.S. Commission
on Civil Zights, 26 Federal Tlaza, New York, N.Y.,
asking hin to investigate the conditions in
Flainfield, XNecw Jersey, and the eonduct of the
Zovernuental avthorities that led to the in-
dictwent of 12 young black pecple for the
murder of patrelman Gleason and to the indict-
ment of Bobby Lee Williams., Send a copy of your
letter, and any replies you receive, to the .
Joint Defense Comnittce, —

CONTRIRUTIONS ars needed Tor court costs for
3obby Lee williazs' trial and for the avpeal
of Gail Madden and Gezorge Merritt, Jr., and to
carry on an cxtensive public carpaign., NMNake
vour check vayable to "pPlainfield Joint Defense”
and mail it to Flainfield Joint Defense Committee,
.0, Box 455 (215 i'atchung Avenue) Flainfield,
N.J., 07061,




