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John Grady at 828 Arlington Avenue 

Overview of the Collection 

Title: John Grady Historical Collection, 1840-2011 
Creator: John Grady 
Accessions: PPL-EPH-2005-1 

PPL-MSS-2005-4 
PPL-VIS-2005-1 
PPL-VIS-2005-2 
PPL-VIS-2005-3 
PPL-2015-009 
PPL-2017-045 
PPL-2019-022 

Size: Approximately 60 linear feet, comprised of 64 boxes of various sizes and six 
binders (includes Dix-Lawrence Family Papers, Plainfield Families, Reina 
Lawrence Photographs, John Hoffman Photographs) 

Repository: Plainfield Public Library, Local History Department, 800 Park Avenue, Plainfield, NJ 
07060 

Abstract: The John Grady Historical Collection consists of various types of material that 
reflect the history of Plainfield, and to a lesser extent, the surrounding area. The 
collection includes photographs, postcards, artifacts, and ephemera of Plainfield 
houses, schools, businesses, organizations, houses of worship, and families. 

Language: The records are in English. 

Biographical Information 

John Grady was born in 1948 and grew up in Fanwood, New Jersey in a house his parents had 
built for them. He continued to live and eventually work in the area, becoming a realtor in 
Fanwood and nearby Scotch Plains. In 1977, Grady moved to Plainfield and lived for two years on 
West 8th Street. In 1979, he purchased an 1875 Second Empire style house located at 828 
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Arlington Avenue. For 30 years, Grady worked on restoring this house to its former glory, winning 
the first-place award for "Most Authentic Color Scheme for a Residence," a nationwide competition 
sponsored by Victorian Homes magazine in 1999. 

During his time in Plainfield, Grady was active in historic restoration and preservation. In 1982 and 
1985 respectively, he wrote the National Register of Historic Places site nominations for the Van 
Wyck Brooks and Hillside Avenue Historic Districts. Grady was a member of the Historical Society 
of Plainfield and served as chairman of the Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission. The 
predecessor to the Commission, a grassroots residents' organization known as the Plainfield 
Historic Review Committee, is where Grady met Dorothe Pollard. Together they wrote two books 
on Plainfield: the Arcadia "Images of America" book Plainfield in 2001 and the Schiffer publication 
Plainfield, New Jersey's History & Architecture in 2008. Grady moved to Virginia a year later in 
2009. 

Scope and Contents 

The John Grady Historical Collection spans the years 1840 to 2011, with the majority of the 
material from and about Plainfield. Surrounding towns such as Fanwood, North Plainfield, and 
Scotch Plains are represented as well, to a lesser degree. The collection consists of photographs, 
postcards, blueprints, artifacts, printed material, maps, certificates, clippings, programs, 
brochures, deeds, correspondence, and ephemera. 

Materials of note include the vast number of house photographs, many identified by street 
address. These records of Plainfield residences are a valuable tool for conducting house histories. 
Other collection highlights are ephemera and artifacts from Plainfield businesses that no longer 
exist, such as a business card for the proprietor of the Farmers' Hotel and a Tepper's Department 
Store charge plate, still in its own case. Finally, the over 1,000 photographs, including images by 
local photographers Reina Lawrence, John Hoffman, Paul Collier, Guillermo Thorn, and Frank 
Langhorne, provide visual documentation of Plainfield's history throughout the years. 

Four series, the Dix-Lawrence Family Papers, the Reina Lawrence Photographs, Plainfield 
Families, and the John Hoffman Photographs are separate collections that are considered part of 
the overall John Grady Collection. Similarly, portions of the Ephemera series are distributed 
throughout various subject collections but remain part of this collection. 

Before being donated to the library, a number of photographs and ephemera in this collection was 
originally used as visual aids in John Grady and Dorothe Pollard's book Plainfield: New Jersey's 
History & Architecture. 

Arrangement 

The John Grady Historical Collection is arranged into nine series: 

Series 1: Houses and Real Estate 
Series 2: 828 Arlington Avenue House 
Series 3: Dix-Lawrence Family Papers 
Series 4: Reina Lawrence Photographs 
Series 5: Plainfield Families 
Series 6: Photographs and Postcards 
Series 7: John Hoffman Photographs 
Series 8: Ephemera and Artifacts 
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Series 9: Printed Material and Maps 

Index Terms 

Places: 

Fanwood (N.J.) 
North Plainfield (N.J.) 
Plainfield (N.J.) 

Subjects: 

Plainfield (N.J.)—History 

Related Items 

Collections 

Online finding aids and viewable images available through Plainfield Public Library: 

Dix-Lawrence Family Papers, 1840-2004 
Plainfield Families, 1830-1993 
Reina Lawrence Photograph Collection 
John Hoffman Photograph Collection 

Books: 

The following are available through Plainfield Public Library: 

PR 974.936 GRA Plainfield by John A. Grady, 2001 
PR 974.936 GRA Plainfield: New Jersey's History & Architecture by John Grady and Dorothe 

Pollard, 2008 

Physical Characteristics and Technical Requirements 

The majority of this collection consists of materials, such as paper documents, photographs, and 
artifacts that do not require any additional technology for access. Negatives and slides would 
require digitization for easier viewing; at the very least, a loupe and lightbox may be used. DVDs 
can be viewed via computer in the Plainfield Room. 

Series Description 

Series 1: Houses and Real Estate [1920-2004, undated] 

Series Arrangement 

Series 1 is arranged alphabetically by location, when possible, and fills three records boxes, one 
oversize box, and one roll storage box. 
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Description 

Series 1 contains photographs, slides, negatives, and scans of Plainfield and other New Jersey 
residences, (including John Grady's childhood home in Fanwood and grandparents' home in 
Cranford), deeds, legal papers, correspondence, surveys, blueprints, clippings, Plainfield Historic 
District documentation, and real estate listings. Photographs of the Talmadge Mansion, which 
burned down in 1969, can be found in the Historical Photograph Collection. 

Series 2: 828 Arlington Avenue House [1875-2008, undated] 

Series Arrangement 

Series 2 is arranged by material type, and fills seven folders and part of one oversize box. 

Description 

Series 2 contains photographs, deeds, legal paperwork, a blueprint, and articles documenting the 
history and restoration by John Grady of his home at 828 Arlington Avenue in Plainfield. 

Series 3: Dix-Lawrence Family Papers [1840-2004, undated] 

Series Arrangement 

Series 3 has been arranged separately as its own collection with a finding aid. It fills two records 
boxes, two document boxes, three oversize boxes, and nine archival boxes of various sizes. 

Description 

Series 3 contains letters, manuscripts, legal documents, receipts, ephemera, artifacts, clippings, 
scrapbooks, and photographs documenting three generations of the Lawrence family, most 
notably Katharine Morgan Lawrence, Reina Andrade Lawrence, and Dorothea Dix Lawrence. 

Series 4: Reina Lawrence Photographs [1890-1933] 

Series Arrangement 

Series 4 prints are arranged numerically by assigned number and fill four binders; glass plate 
negatives fill 33 boxes. 

Description 

Series 4 contains over 900 photographic prints from glass plate negatives taken by Reina 
Andrade Lawrence, a member of the Dix-Lawrence family and a photographer of local Plainfield 
life. Her images include interiors and still lifes, gardens, houses, and portraits. 

Series 5: Plainfield Families [1860s-1971, undated] 

Series Arrangement 

Series 5 has been arranged separately as its own collection with a finding aid. It fills one records 
box, part of a document box, and part of an oversize box. 

Description 
 

Series 1 contains photographs, slides, negatives, and scans of Plainfield and other New Jersey 
residences, (including John Grady’s childhood home in Fanwood and grandparents’ home in 
Cranford), deeds, legal papers, correspondence, surveys, blueprints, clippings, Plainfield Historic 
District documentation, and real estate listings. Photographs of the Talmadge Mansion, which 
burned down in 1969, can be found in the Historical Photograph Collection. 
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Series 4 contains over 900 photographic prints from glass plate negatives taken by Reina 
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Description 

Series 5 represents the portion that John Grady donated to the Plainfield Families Collection. It 
contains manuscripts, speeches, letters and postcards, journals, report cards, certificates and 
diplomas, deeds, ephemera, clippings, and photographs documenting various families who 
resided in Plainfield during the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Series 6: Photographs and Postcards [1897-2007, undated] 

Series Arrangement 

Series 6 photographs are arranged alphabetically by subject, when possible, and fill one records 
box and one oversize box. Postcards are arranged numerically by assigned number and fill one 
binder. This series also includes negatives and duplicate postcards. 

Description 

Series 6 contains photographs, slides, negatives, and scans of various subjects including 
businesses, churches, construction and demolition, downtown Plainfield, parades, people, 
schools, and train stations. Plainfield photographers include Paul Collier, Guillermo Thorn, and 
Frank Langhorne. 

The 352 unique postcards in Series 5 are of numerous subjects including churches, schools, 
businesses, houses, and streets. There are also novelty Plainfield greeting postcards. 

Series 7: John Hoffman Photographs [1900-1940] 

Series Arrangement 

Series 7 prints are arranged numerically by assigned number and fill one binder; glass plate 
negatives fill four boxes. 

Description 

Series 7 contains 107 photographic prints from glass plate negatives, taken by Plainfield 
photographer John Hoffman. His images depict houses and back yards, carnivals, parades, 
people, and other views of local life. 

Series 8: Ephemera and Artifacts [1872-2011, undated] 

Series Arrangement 

Series 8 ephemera is arranged by subject and fills one document box and part of an oversize box. 
Please note that approximately two linear feet of ephemera was distributed throughout various 
subject collections when part of this donation was first acquired. Although this material remains 
with those collections, it is considered part of the overall John Grady Collection. The artifacts from 
this series fill one 12"x15" box. 

Description 
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Description 

Series 8 ephemera is extensive and includes programs, booklets, advertisements, newsletters, 
catalogs, flyers, invitations, membership cards, and certificates from Plainfield schools, 
businesses, churches, organizations, and city government. 

Series 8 artifacts include pins, patches, an ashtray, a record cleaner, a paperweight, a coin bank, 
a belt buckle, a metal badge, a shopping bag, a Tepper's charge plate, and a commemorative 
ribbon. 

Series 9: Printed Material and Maps [1897-2003, undated] 

Series Arrangement 

Series 9 printed material is arranged by subject and fills part of a document box and part of an 
oversize box. Maps are located in Map Collection Boxes 2 and 3. 

Description 

Series 9 printed material includes Plainfield Chamber of Commerce and New Jersey magazines, 
published booklets on Plainfield, yearbooks for the Plainfield Academy, sheet music from 1911 
commemorating Plainfield High School, and a 1998 NJ Transit Plainfield Station Accessibility 
Study. 

Maps in Series 9 include a shoppers guide map, a map of Plainfield with public school zones 
(1961), a map of desirable lots in Netherwood (1891), and a map of Plainfield and North Plainfield 
from the State Trust Company (1925). 

Administrative Information 

Access & Restrictions 

The John Grady Historical Collection is available for research. 

Access is restricted to materials prepared by the Local History department staff. All materials must 
be viewed in the Plainfield Room and may not be removed to another area of the library without 
permission of the Library Director or designee. Materials must be handled carefully and kept in 
order. Materials must not be leaned upon, altered, folded, ripped, or traced upon. Marks may not 
be added or erased from materials. Materials must be returned directly to Local History 
department staff and inspected before the researcher leaves the Plainfield Room. 

One photocopy may be made (by Plainfield Public Library staff) of each document for the purpose 
of research; official Local History departmental reproduction fees may apply. Permission to publish 
must be obtained by the Plainfield Public Library Board of Trustees as delegated to the Library 
Director. Permission to publish does not constitute a copyright clearance. The researcher is 
responsible for further copyright restrictions. The Plainfield Public Library is not responsible for the 
misuse of copyrighted material. 
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Preferred Citation 

Identification of item; Date (if noted); "John Grady Historical Collection", Box and Folder Number, 
Local History Department, Plainfield Public Library, Plainfield, New Jersey. 

Acquisition Information 

The collection was donated by John Grady in 1996, 2005, 2007, 2015, 2017, and 2019. 

Processing Information 

The bulk of this collection was processed in late 2018 through early 2019 by Sally Weiner, 
Archivist. The finding aid was written by Sally Weiner in 2019 and updated in 2023. Finding aid 
content follows the guidelines suggested by Describing Archives: A Content Standard. 

Collection Inventory 

Series 1: Houses and Real Estate [1920-2004, undated] 

Box Folder Title/Description Date(s) 
1 1 Lake Avenue, Clark (Loeser House) 1965 

2 17 Burchfield Avenue, Cranford (John Grady's 
grandparents' home) 

1951 

3 257 Coriell Avenue, Fanwood 1944-1948 
4 111 Forest Road, Fanwood (John Grady's childhood 

home) 
1948-2004 

5 111 Forest Road, Fanwood (John Grady's childhood 
home) 

1948-2004 

6 313 South Avenue, Fanwood 1978 
7 25 Tillotson Road, Fanwood 1967-1980, undated 
8 Fanwood Houses 1999, undated 
9 381 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield 1950s, undated 
10 Hydewood Hall, North Plainfield (House & Gatehouse) 1962-1991, undated 
11 Somerset Street House, North Plainfield 1955 
12 North Plainfield Houses undated 
13 Roselle, NJ House undated 
14 Lamberts Mill Road House, Scotch Plains undated 
15 Park Avenue & 2nd Street House, Scotch Plains 1988 
16 "Longmead," South Plainfield undated 
17 Westfield Houses 1953, undated 
18 Misc. Out of Area / Unidentified Houses undated 
19 Walking Tours / House Tours 1978-1980 
20 Real Estate Listings 1980s-1990s 
21 Survey, Hillside Avenue & Thornton Avenue (McKay) 1975 
22 Property Documents, 1234 Watchung Ave. (Dawley) 1920-1925 
23 Property Documents, 1228 Watchung Ave. (Doyle) 1941-1944 
24 Hillside Avenue Historic District 1979-2000 
25 Van Wyck Brooks Historic District 1981-2004 
33 John Grady Preservation Honors & Awards 1997-2018 

2 1 Albert Street 1948 
2 Arlington Avenue 1977-1992, undated 

Preferred Citation 
 
Identification of item; Date (if noted); “John Grady Historical Collection”, Box and Folder Number, 
Local History Department, Plainfield Public Library, Plainfield, New Jersey. 
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 15 Park Avenue & 2nd Street House, Scotch Plains 1988 
 16 “Longmead,” South Plainfield undated 
 17 Westfield Houses 1953, undated 
 18 Misc. Out of Area / Unidentified Houses undated 
 19 Walking Tours / House Tours 1978-1980 
 20 Real Estate Listings 1980s-1990s 
 21 Survey, Hillside Avenue & Thornton Avenue (McKay) 1975 
 22 Property Documents, 1234 Watchung Ave. (Dawley) 1920-1925 
 23 Property Documents, 1228 Watchung Ave. (Doyle) 1941-1944 
 24 Hillside Avenue Historic District 1979-2000 
 25 Van Wyck Brooks Historic District 1981-2004 
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3 Belvidere Avenue (includes Talmadge mansion) 1963-2001, undated 
4 Cedarbrook Road 1921, undated 
5 Central Avenue 1927-2006, undated 
6 Chetwynd Avenue undated 
7 Crescent Avenue undated 
8 Denmark Road undated 
9 Dixie Lane undated 
10 West Eighth Street 1917-2006, undated 
11 308 West Eighth Street (Craig A. Marsh House) 2003, undated 
12 Evergreen Avenue 1979-1987, undated 
13 Fifth Street 1978 
14 Franklin Place 1978, undated 
15 Front Street 1914-1979, undated 
16 Highland Avenue 1988 
17 Hillside Avenue 1927-1984, undated 
18 Hillside Avenue 1956-1983, undated 
19 1000 Hillside Avenue (Chester K. Lawrence House) 1925-1997, undated 
20 Kensington Avenue 1981, undated 
21 Leland Avenue 1990-2001, undated 
22 Loraine Avenue undated 
23 Madison Avenue 1978, undated 
24 Martine Avenue undated 
25 Ninth Street 1992 
26 Oak Lane undated 
27 Park Avenue 1939, undated 
28 Plainfield Avenue undated 
29 Prospect Avenue undated 
30 Putnam Avenue 1945-1984, undated 
31 Rahway Road 2006, undated 
32 Randolph Road 1982 
33 Rock Avenue 1984, undated 
34 Second Place undated 
35 Second Street 1978, undated 
36 Seventh Street 1918-1981, undated 
37 Sherman Avenue 1999, undated 
38 Sixth Street 1980, undated 
39 Stelle Avenue 1998-2002, undated 
40 411 Stelle Avenue (Raudebaugh House) 1959, undated 
41 500 Stelle Avenue (Ladd House) undated 
42 512 Stelle Avenue (Lawrence House) 1908-1999, undated 
43 Terrill Road (Lampkin House) undated 
44 Third Place 1965, undated 
45 Thornton Avenue 1978, undated 
46 Watchung Avenue 1968-2001, undated 
47 Westervelt Avenue 2000 
48 Woodland Avenue 1977, undated 
49 Miscellaneous Streets (photos) 1921, undated 
50 Miscellaneous Streets (slides) 1977-1988 
51 Unidentified Houses (photos and scans) 1880-1981, undated 

4 33 NY Times article (copy), "Plainfield, City of Homes" 1894 
34 Magazine article, 308 West Eighth Street 2015 

 3 Belvidere Avenue (includes Talmadge mansion) 1963-2001, undated 
 4 Cedarbrook Road 1921, undated 
 5 Central Avenue 1927-2006, undated 
 6 Chetwynd Avenue undated 
 7 Crescent Avenue undated 
 8 Denmark Road undated 
 9 Dixie Lane undated 
 10 West Eighth Street 1917-2006, undated 
 11 308 West Eighth Street (Craig A. Marsh House) 2003, undated 
 12 Evergreen Avenue 1979-1987, undated 
 13 Fifth Street 1978 
 14 Franklin Place 1978, undated 
 15 Front Street 1914-1979, undated 
 16 Highland Avenue 1988 
 17 Hillside Avenue 1927-1984, undated 
 18 Hillside Avenue 1956-1983, undated 
 19 1000 Hillside Avenue (Chester K. Lawrence House) 1925-1997, undated 
 20 Kensington Avenue 1981, undated 
 21 Leland Avenue 1990-2001, undated 
 22 Loraine Avenue undated 
 23 Madison Avenue 1978, undated 
 24 Martine Avenue undated 
 25 Ninth Street 1992 
 26  Oak Lane undated 
 27 Park Avenue 1939, undated 
 28 Plainfield Avenue undated 
 29 Prospect Avenue undated 
 30 Putnam Avenue 1945-1984, undated 
 31 Rahway Road 2006, undated 
 32 Randolph Road 1982 
 33 Rock Avenue 1984, undated 
 34 Second Place undated 
 35 Second Street 1978, undated 
 36 Seventh Street 1918-1981, undated 
 37 Sherman Avenue 1999, undated 
 38 Sixth Street 1980, undated 
 39 Stelle Avenue 1998-2002, undated 
 40 411 Stelle Avenue (Raudebaugh House) 1959, undated 
 41 500 Stelle Avenue (Ladd House) undated 
 42 512 Stelle Avenue (Lawrence House) 1908-1999, undated 
 43 Terrill Road (Lampkin House) undated 
 44 Third Place 1965, undated 
 45 Thornton Avenue 1978, undated 
 46 Watchung Avenue 1968-2001, undated 
 47 Westervelt Avenue 2000 
 48  Woodland Avenue 1977, undated 
 49 Miscellaneous Streets (photos) 1921, undated 
 50 Miscellaneous Streets (slides) 1977-1988 
 51 Unidentified Houses (photos and scans) 1880-1981, undated 
4 33 NY Times article (copy), “Plainfield, City of Homes” 1894 
 34 Magazine article, 308 West Eighth Street 2015 
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6 

7 

11 

Binder 

Shelf 

Framed watercolor painting, 17 Burchfield Avenue, 
Cranford (John Grady's grandparents' home) 
Blueprint, 137 Hillside Avenue (J.P. Benson) 
Blueprint, 922 Hillside Avenue (Albert H. Atterbury) 
Blueprint, no address (A.M. Laurence) 
Blueprint, plan for heating system 
Blueprint, 411 Stelle Avenue (Raudebaugh ) 
Blueprint, Stelle Avenue (S.L. Schoonmaker) 
Blueprint, 520 West Eighth Street (W.S. Tyler) 
Blueprint, 525 West Seventh Street (Mrs. C.B. Tyler) 
Blueprint, no address (George A. Beaton) 
Blueprint, 423 West Eighth Street (T.J. Mumford) 
Blueprint, 996 Central Avenue (Carrie M. DeGraff) 
Blueprint, 996 Central Ave. stable (Carrie M. DeGraff) 
Blueprint, 525 West Seventh St., stable (C.B.Tyler) 
Blueprint, 1357 Evergreen Avenue (Dr. Robert Null) 
Drawing, 963 Central Avenue (Coriell House) 
Photograph, Questover Decorators Showcase 
Photograph, house on West Front St. (Langhorne) 
Photograph, 539 West Front St. 
Photograph, interior, 630 East Front St. 
Photograph, house on Cedarbrook Road (Rowe) 
Photograph, 1030 Central Avenue 
Photograph, 999 Hillside Avenue 
Photograph, 216 West Eighth Street (J.V. Beekman) 
Photograph, West Seventh Street (Clarice C. Holland) 
Photograph, West Eighth Street (S.S. Carvalho) 
Photograph, 1300 Prospect Avenue 
Photograph, 820 Third Place 
Photograph, 525 West Seventh St., window 
Architectural drawing, Talmadge mansion (copy) 
Magazine pages, Jessie Munger's garden 
Magazine pages, P.D. Saklatvala's Japanese gardens 
Slides (2 binders), Plainfield houses & buildings 
(includes Grady's lecture, May 11, 2019) 
Watercolor painting, 111 Forest Road, Fanwood (John 
Grady's childhood home) 

Series 2: 828 Arlington Avenue House [1875-2008, undated] 

Box Folder 
1 26 

27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

11 

Shelf 

Title/Description 
828 Arlington Ave. — Restoration 
828 Arlington Ave. — Restoration (from binder) 
828 Arlington Ave. — Deeds 
828 Arlington Ave. — Correspondence 
828 Arlington Ave. — Mortgage & House Paperwork 
828 Arlington Ave. — Sale of House 
828 Arlington Ave. — Articles 
Blueprint (on board), for Mrs. C.J. Fisk, 828 Arlington 
Ave. 
"Colorful Past" article about house (mounted) 

undated 

1898 
undated 
undated 
undated 
1959 
1896 
1908 
1909 
1909 
1913 
1900 
1904 
1909 
1960 
undated 
undated 
undated 
1909 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
1925 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
1928 
1918 
undated 

undated 

Date(s) 
1979-2001, undated 
1979-1986, undated 
1875-1972 
1978-1988 
1978-2004 
2004-2008 
1999 
1905 

1999 

5  Framed watercolor painting, 17 Burchfield Avenue, 
Cranford (John Grady’s grandparents’ home) 

undated 

6  Blueprint, 137 Hillside Avenue (J.P. Benson) 1898 
  Blueprint, 922 Hillside Avenue (Albert H. Atterbury) undated 
  Blueprint, no address (A.M. Laurence) undated 
  Blueprint, plan for heating system undated 
  Blueprint, 411 Stelle Avenue (Raudebaugh ) 1959 
7  Blueprint, Stelle Avenue (S.L. Schoonmaker) 1896 
  Blueprint, 520 West Eighth Street (W.S. Tyler) 1908 
  Blueprint, 525 West Seventh Street (Mrs. C.B. Tyler) 1909 
  Blueprint, no address (George A. Beaton) 1909 
  Blueprint, 423 West Eighth Street (T.J. Mumford) 1913 
11  Blueprint, 996 Central Avenue (Carrie M. DeGraff) 1900 
  Blueprint, 996 Central Ave. stable (Carrie M. DeGraff) 1904 
  Blueprint, 525 West Seventh St., stable (C.B.Tyler) 1909 
  Blueprint, 1357 Evergreen Avenue (Dr. Robert Null) 1960 
  Drawing, 963 Central Avenue (Coriell House) undated 
  Photograph, Questover Decorators Showcase undated 
  Photograph, house on West Front St. (Langhorne) undated 
  Photograph, 539 West Front St. 1909 
  Photograph, interior, 630 East Front St. undated 
  Photograph, house on Cedarbrook Road (Rowe) undated 
  Photograph, 1030 Central Avenue undated 
  Photograph, 999 Hillside Avenue undated 
  Photograph, 216 West Eighth Street (J.V. Beekman) undated 
  Photograph, West Seventh Street (Clarice C. Holland) undated 
  Photograph, West Eighth Street (S.S. Carvalho) 1925 
  Photograph, 1300 Prospect Avenue undated 
  Photograph, 820 Third Place undated 
  Photograph, 525 West Seventh St., window undated 
  Architectural drawing, Talmadge mansion (copy) undated 
  Magazine pages, Jessie Munger’s garden 1928 
  Magazine pages, P.D. Saklatvala’s Japanese gardens 1918 
Binder  Slides (2 binders), Plainfield houses & buildings 

(includes Grady’s lecture, May 11, 2019) 
undated 

Shelf  Watercolor painting, 111 Forest Road, Fanwood (John 
Grady’s childhood home) 

undated 

 
Series 2: 828 Arlington Avenue House [1875-2008, undated] 
 
Box Folder Title/Description Date(s) 
1 26 828 Arlington Ave. – Restoration 1979-2001, undated 
 27 828 Arlington Ave. – Restoration (from binder) 1979-1986, undated 
 28 828 Arlington Ave. – Deeds 1875-1972 
 29 828 Arlington Ave. – Correspondence 1978-1988 
 30 828 Arlington Ave. – Mortgage & House Paperwork 1978-2004 
 31 828 Arlington Ave. – Sale of House 2004-2008 
 32 828 Arlington Ave. – Articles 1999 
11  Blueprint (on board), for Mrs. C.J. Fisk, 828 Arlington 

Ave. 
1905 

Shelf  “Colorful Past” article about house (mounted) 1999 
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Series 3: Dix-Lawrence Family Papers [1840-2004, undated] 
Please see separate finding aid with container list. 

Series 4: Reina Lawrence Photographs [1890-1933] 
Please see separate collection. 

Series 5: Plainfield Families [1860s-1971, undated] 
Please see separate finding aid with container list. 

Series 6: Photographs and Postcards [1897-2007, undated] 

Box Folder Title/Description Date(s) 
3 Negatives (23) undated 

1 Photographs — Arthur Smith Lumber Yard undated 
2 Photographs — Businesses & Interiors undated 
3 Photographs — Churches undated 
4 Photographs — Construction 1918-1927, undated 
5 Photographs — Demolition 1965-2001, undated 
6 Photographs — Downtown Plainfield 1963-2001, undated 
7 Photographs — Downtown Plainfield undated 
8 Scans — Downtown Plainfield undated 
9 Photographs — Views of Plainfield 1996, undated 
10 Photographs — Fire Department undated 
11 Photographs — Plainfield Parade undated 
12 Photographs — Charter Day Parade 1909 
13 Photographs — Misc. Parades & Carnivals 1965, undated 
14 Photographs — Somerset St. Parade, North Plainfield undated 
15 Photographs — People 1897-1980s, undated 
16 Photographs — Group Portraits 1940-1946, undated 
17 Scans — Misc. People/Events/Places undated 
18 Photographs — Miscellaneous Places 1978, undated 
19 Scans — Gardens undated 
20 Photographs — Miscellaneous 1979, undated 
21 Photographs — Schools 1948, undated 
22 Photographs — Guillermo Thorn undated 
23 Photographs — Train Stations 1978, undated 
24 Photographs — Transportation & Accidents undated 
25 Photo negative envelopes (empty) 1905 
26 Photographs (DVD) — Plainfield, New Jersey's History 2007 

& Architecture data disc 
5 Framed photograph, Walter Eugene Stewart, Jr. undated 

(Langhorne) 
10 Photograph, Spicer Mfg. Corp. 

Photograph, restaurant interior 
Photograph, group of men in front of brick wall 
Photograph, group of men in an office 
Photograph, girls around a Maypole (Collier) 
Photograph, people on stage wearing blackface 

1917 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 

Photograph, Clinton Ave. Champions baseball team 
Photograph, Plainfield Fire Department (Stone & 

1907 
undated 

Luckey) 
Photograph, Queen City Club clambake 1915 

Series 3: Dix-Lawrence Family Papers [1840-2004, undated] 
Please see separate finding aid with container list. 
 
Series 4: Reina Lawrence Photographs [1890-1933] 
Please see separate collection. 
 
Series 5: Plainfield Families [1860s-1971, undated] 
Please see separate finding aid with container list. 
 
Series 6: Photographs and Postcards [1897-2007, undated] 
 
Box Folder Title/Description Date(s) 
3  Negatives (23) undated 
 1 Photographs – Arthur Smith Lumber Yard undated 
 2 Photographs – Businesses & Interiors undated 
 3 Photographs – Churches undated 
 4 Photographs – Construction 1918-1927, undated 
 5 Photographs – Demolition 1965-2001, undated 
 6 Photographs – Downtown Plainfield 1963-2001, undated 
 7 Photographs – Downtown Plainfield undated 
 8 Scans – Downtown Plainfield undated 
 9 Photographs – Views of Plainfield 1996, undated 
 10 Photographs – Fire Department undated 
 11 Photographs – Plainfield Parade undated 
 12 Photographs – Charter Day Parade 1909 
 13 Photographs – Misc. Parades & Carnivals 1965, undated 
 14 Photographs – Somerset St. Parade, North Plainfield undated 
 15 Photographs – People 1897-1980s, undated 
 16 Photographs – Group Portraits 1940-1946, undated 
 17 Scans – Misc. People/Events/Places undated 
 18 Photographs – Miscellaneous Places 1978, undated 
 19 Scans – Gardens undated 
 20 Photographs – Miscellaneous 1979, undated 
 21 Photographs – Schools 1948, undated 
 22 Photographs – Guillermo Thorn undated 
 23 Photographs – Train Stations 1978, undated 
 24 Photographs – Transportation & Accidents undated 
 25 Photo negative envelopes (empty) 1905 
 26 Photographs (DVD) – Plainfield, New Jersey’s History 

& Architecture data disc 
2007 

5  Framed photograph, Walter Eugene Stewart, Jr. 
(Langhorne) 

undated 

10  Photograph, Spicer Mfg. Corp. 1917 
  Photograph, restaurant interior undated 
  Photograph, group of men in front of brick wall undated 
  Photograph, group of men in an office undated 
  Photograph, girls around a Maypole (Collier) undated 
  Photograph, people on stage wearing blackface undated 
  Photograph, Clinton Ave. Champions baseball team 1907 
  Photograph, Plainfield Fire Department (Stone & 

Luckey) 
undated 

  Photograph, Queen City Club clambake 1915 
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11 
Binder 

Photograph, barber shop interior 
Photograph, YMCA circus group in costume 
Photograph, Leal School, Park Avenue 
Postcards 

Series 7: John Hoffman Photographs [1900-1940] 
Please see separate collection. 

Series 8: Ephemera and Artifacts [1872-2011, undated] 

undated 
undated 
undated 
1898-2003, undated 

Box Folder Title/Description Date(s) 
4 1 Drawing, "Cosmetic Surgery" by Ralph Attanasia undated 

2 Novelty Certificate, Fred Endress 1906 
3 Plainfield Public Library — Brochure & Postcards 1950s, 2000s 
4 Booklet, "My Guidelines for Living" (Crescent Ave. undated 

Church) 
5 Booklet page, Calvary Baptist Church 90th Anniversary 1987 
6 Obituary & Article, Leavitt S. White 2002-2003 
7 Miscellaneous Ephemera 1884-1959, undated 
8 Plainfield Lumber & Supply Co. Catalog 1928 
9 Spicer Manufacturing Brochure 1950s 
10 Rushmore Laboratory Advertisement 1925 
11 Plainfield Chamber of Commerce Advertisement 1927 

(scan) 
12 Paul Collier Advertisements 1941, undated 
13 Post Warden Dim-Out Survey (Paul Collier) 1942 
14 Clipping, Park Ave. Origins 1958 
15 Clipping, Albert Bierstadt Controversy 1991 
16 Muhlenberg Hospital Benefit Program 1897 
17 Muhlenberg 125th Anniversary (Courier News Suppl.) 2002 
18 Alexander Seidel "Carrousel of the Sea" Sketches 1968 
19 Alexander Seidel "Carrousel of the Sea" Photostats 1968 
30 Plainfield Uniface Currency 1859 
31 War Ration Book (John Edward Grady) 1940s 
32 Promotional Postcards & Clipping — for Plainfield 2001 
36 Wardlaw-Hartridge School Promotional DVDs & 2006-2007 

Brochure 
37 Old Jackson Schoolhouse Print & Poem undated 

5 Plainfield Uniface Currency (framed) 1843 
8 Suitcase with Ida Stewart Clausel's initials — contained 1910s-1920s 

Stewart family photographs & ephemera 
9 Ceramic ashtray, Queen City Hotel 

Checkbook & cover, City National Bank 
undated 
undated 

Desk calendar, Plainfield Trust Company 
Small metal plate, Savings Bank of Central Jersey 
Barrel shaped coin bank, Plainfield Savings Bank 
Paperweight, State Trust Company 
Record cleaner, Gregory's Music Center 
Metal badge, Plainfield Police, School Safety Patrol 
Belt buckle, Plainfield Ski Club 

1932 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 

Patch, PHS Badminton Champion 1941 
Award patch, Plainfield Curling 1963 

  Photograph, barber shop interior undated 
  Photograph, YMCA circus group in costume undated 
11  Photograph, Leal School, Park Avenue undated 
Binder  Postcards 1898-2003, undated 

 
Series 7: John Hoffman Photographs [1900-1940] 
Please see separate collection. 
 
Series 8: Ephemera and Artifacts [1872-2011, undated] 
 
Box Folder Title/Description Date(s) 
4 1 Drawing, “Cosmetic Surgery” by Ralph Attanasia undated 
 2 Novelty Certificate, Fred Endress 1906 
 3 Plainfield Public Library – Brochure & Postcards 1950s, 2000s 
 4 Booklet, “My Guidelines for Living” (Crescent Ave. 

Church) 
undated 

 5 Booklet page, Calvary Baptist Church 90th Anniversary 1987 
 6 Obituary & Article, Leavitt S. White 2002-2003 
 7 Miscellaneous Ephemera 1884-1959, undated 
 8 Plainfield Lumber & Supply Co. Catalog 1928 
 9 Spicer Manufacturing Brochure 1950s 
 10 Rushmore Laboratory Advertisement 1925 
 11 Plainfield Chamber of Commerce Advertisement 

(scan) 
1927 

 12 Paul Collier Advertisements 1941, undated 
 13 Post Warden Dim-Out Survey (Paul Collier) 1942 
 14 Clipping, Park Ave. Origins 1958 
 15 Clipping, Albert Bierstadt Controversy 1991 
 16 Muhlenberg Hospital Benefit Program 1897 
 17 Muhlenberg 125th Anniversary (Courier News Suppl.) 2002 
 18 Alexander Seidel “Carrousel of the Sea” Sketches 1968 
 19 Alexander Seidel “Carrousel of the Sea” Photostats 1968 
 30 Plainfield Uniface Currency 1859 
 31 War Ration Book (John Edward Grady) 1940s 
 32 Promotional Postcards & Clipping – for Plainfield 2001 
 36 Wardlaw-Hartridge School Promotional DVDs & 

Brochure 
2006-2007 

 37 Old Jackson Schoolhouse Print & Poem undated 
5  Plainfield Uniface Currency (framed) 1843 
8  Suitcase with Ida Stewart Clausel’s initials – contained 

Stewart family photographs & ephemera 
1910s-1920s 

9  Ceramic ashtray, Queen City Hotel undated 
  Checkbook & cover, City National Bank undated 
  Desk calendar, Plainfield Trust Company 1932 
  Small metal plate, Savings Bank of Central Jersey undated 
  Barrel shaped coin bank, Plainfield Savings Bank undated 
  Paperweight, State Trust Company undated 
  Record cleaner, Gregory’s Music Center undated 
  Metal badge, Plainfield Police, School Safety Patrol undated 
  Belt buckle, Plainfield Ski Club undated 
  Patch, PHS Badminton Champion 1941 
  Award patch, Plainfield Curling 1963 
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Shelf 

Novelty mailer, "Nuts are found everywhere" 
Metal pin, Courier News, "Light Up Plainfield With 
Pride" 
Metal pin, "Plainfield and its Library-Check Em Out!" 
Metal pin, Academy Rink 
Metal pin, Red Cross (small) 
Paper bag, This 'n That Shop 
Commemorative medal & ribbon, 11th NJ Regiment 
Volunteers, Captain William Hand 
Crane's Extra Superfine box with mourning stationery 
Tepper's "Charga-Plate" credit token in red case 
Brass wall sconce plate, from Talmadge mansion 
Silver compact, gift from Mayor Wigton to A.C.C. 
Silver pin, in shape of harp, won by J. McCallum for 
tug of war 
Silver medal, A.I.A.A. Checkers Club 
Scan of Time magazine cover, Van Wyck Brooks 
Clippings, house preservation 
Magazine article, dachsunds trained by Nana Woolford 
of Plainfield 
Framed Images of America: Plainfield book promo 
Framed Plainfield, New Jersey's History & Architecture 
book cover 

Series 9: Printed Material and Maps [1891-2002, undated] 

Box Folder 
4 20 

21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
35 

10 

Title/Description 
Maps (Plainfield, Fanwood, Cranford) SEE: Map 
Collection Boxes 2 and 3 
Plainfield Academy Yearbooks (1946 moved to 
Plainfield Reference, 1947 is a duplicate) 
Poems 
"American Suburbs Illustrated" (photocopy) 
Courier News "Worst Storm" Edition 
Booklet, "The Attack on Plainfield" 
Plainfield Brochures 
Plainfield Chamber of Commerce Magazines 
Plainfield/Union County Publications 
New Jersey Publications with Plainfield Articles 
Sherwin Williams "Century of Color" & Heritage Color 
Card 
Sheet music, "P.H.S. Waltzes" 
NJ Transit Plainfield Station Accessibility Study & 
station renderings 

undated 
undated 

undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
1907 

undated 
undated 
1870s 
1933 
1895 

1927 
1944 
1921-2004 
undated 

2001 
2008 

Date(s) 
1891-1976, undated 

1946-1947 

undated 
1907 
1914 
1969 
1970s, 2002 
1923-1924 
1942-1975 
1979-1984 
1981 

1911 
1998 

  Novelty mailer, “Nuts are found everywhere” undated 
  Metal pin, Courier News, “Light Up Plainfield With 

Pride” 
undated 

  Metal pin, “Plainfield and its Library-Check Em Out!” undated 
  Metal pin, Academy Rink undated 
  Metal pin, Red Cross (small) undated 
  Paper bag, This ‘n That Shop undated 
  Commemorative medal & ribbon, 11th NJ Regiment 

Volunteers, Captain William Hand 
1907 

  Crane’s Extra Superfine box with mourning stationery undated 
  Tepper’s “Charga-Plate” credit token in red case undated 
  Brass wall sconce plate, from Talmadge mansion 1870s 
  Silver compact, gift from Mayor Wigton to A.C.C. 1933 
  Silver pin, in shape of harp, won by J. McCallum for 

tug of war 
1895 

  Silver medal, A.I.A.A. Checkers Club 1927 
10  Scan of Time magazine cover, Van Wyck Brooks 1944 
  Clippings, house preservation 1921-2004 
  Magazine article, dachsunds trained by Nana Woolford 

of Plainfield 
undated 

Shelf  Framed Images of America: Plainfield book promo 2001 
  Framed Plainfield, New Jersey’s History & Architecture 

book cover 
2008 

 
Series 9: Printed Material and Maps [1891-2002, undated] 
 
Box Folder Title/Description Date(s) 
4 20 Maps (Plainfield, Fanwood, Cranford) SEE: Map 

Collection Boxes 2 and 3 
1891-1976, undated 

 21 Plainfield Academy Yearbooks (1946 moved to 
Plainfield Reference, 1947 is a duplicate) 

1946-1947 

 22 Poems undated 
 23 “American Suburbs Illustrated” (photocopy) 1907 
 24 Courier News “Worst Storm” Edition 1914 
 25 Booklet, “The Attack on Plainfield” 1969 
 26 Plainfield Brochures 1970s, 2002 
 27 Plainfield Chamber of Commerce Magazines 1923-1924 
 28 Plainfield/Union County Publications 1942-1975 
 29 New Jersey Publications with Plainfield Articles 1979-1984 
 35 Sherwin Williams “Century of Color” & Heritage Color 

Card 
1981 

10  Sheet music, “P.H.S. Waltzes” 1911 
  NJ Transit Plainfield Station Accessibility Study & 

station renderings 
1998 
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