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An Outline: 4-5 Illustrative NJ court 
cases

u 1. Two postwar divorce cases
u 2. One alimony case 

u 3. One custody case (plus one?) 



Postwar 
Oppression



Fault 
Divorce
u Monrad G. Paulsen. 

“For a Reform of the 
Divorce Laws.” The New 
York Times. (New York, 
NY), May 13, 1962.



Resistance to anti-LGBTQ discrimination. Photo by 
Margaret Olin from Timothy Stewart-Winter, Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics



From the Frank Kameny papers, Library of Congress, box 125, folder 12



u Richard Baker and 
James McConnell 
signing a marriage 
license. Image from 
Bertrand 
Heine/Minnesota 
Historical Society



Heckman and Belew: 
“Two L.A. Girls Attempt 
First Legal Gay 
Marriage,” Advocate, 
July 8, 1970, 5.



Molina and Ert

u “Legal Gay Marriage in Texas?,” Advocate, October 25, 1972, 3; Rob 
Shivers, “Texas Gay Marriage Apparently Within Law,” Advocate, 
November 8, 1972, 7.



Peaches Stevens 
and Edna 
Knowles in Jet 
Magazine 

u Image courtesy of The Pop-Up 
Museum of Queer History at 
https://queermuseum.tumblr.c
om/post/46378568256/queer-
african-american-women-
and-the-history-of



The Legal 
Invisibility of 
Childless 
Couples

u Richard Adams and Anthony 
Sullivan’s attempt to win a visa on the 
basis of the couple’s marriage license 
from Colorado. Courtesy of ONE 
Archives at the USC Libraries. 



“a phenomenon that, by definition, 
was intended to be clandestine and 
hidden, to leave no trace.”



M.T. v. J.T.

Ebony Magazine, March 1951; Protesters in NY, 1966 courtesy of AP; Chris Christ, Wikipedia commons.



Lesbian and Gay Parents 
in the Postwar Period

u Daniel Winuwe Rivers, Radical Relations: Lesbian 
Mothers, Gay Fathers & Their Children in the 
United States since World War II (University of 
North Carolina Press, 2013). 



The Fight 
for 
Custody 
Rights
MARY JO RISHER AFTER 
LOSING CUSTODY OF HER SON 
IN TEXAS IN 1975
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